


Preparing for War 
Selective Service Act 
– All men between 

the ages of 18 and 
38 had to register 
for military 
services. 

300,000 Mexican 
Americans fought 
1 million African 
Americans fought 

300,000 women 
fought  
Worked for the 
Women’s Army Corps 
(WAC) 
– Drivers 
– Clerks 
– Mechanics 
– Army and Navy Nurse 

Corps 



Turning the Tide 
1941-42 Bad Days for the Allies  
– Most of EUROPE was in German hands 
– Germany controlled much of the Soviet 

Union (Russia) & was closing in on 
Moscow 

– Japan had achieved military success in the  
Pacific War   

– December 7, 1941 - Japanese bomb Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii; also attack the Philippines, 
Wake Island, Guam, Malaya, Thailand, 
Shanghai and Midway. 
 
 



-Operation Barbarossa 
was the name given to 
Nazi Germany’s invasion 
of the USSR on June 
22nd 1941. 
 -Barbarossa was the 
largest military attack of 
World war II and was to 
have appalling 
consequences for the 
Russian people. 

 



Success in North Africa 
(Opoeration Torch) 

•Allied victories against 
Germany at El Alamein & 
Tunisia provided bases for an 
advance on Italy 



Invasion of Italy-1943 

•From bases in N. Africa, the Allies invaded the 
Island of Sicily & than the Italian mainland. 

•The Italians had already overthrown Mussolini 

• In a series of bloody battles, the Allies liberated 
Italy from the Nazis  



German Surrenders in the USSR-1943 

•The German Army was slowly 
pushed back to Eastern Europe by 

Soviet Forces at Stalingrad & 
Leningrad   



Hitler's declared: 
"Surrender is out of the question. The troops 
will defend themselves to the last!“ 
 
Diminishing resources, partisan guerilla attacks, 
and the cruelty of the Russian winter began to 
take their toll on the Germans.  
 
On November 19, the Soviets made their move, 
launching a counter offensive that began with a 
massive artillery bombardment of the German 
position. The Soviets then encircled the enemy, 
launching pincer movements from north and 
south simultaneously, even as the Germans 
encircled Stalingrad. The German position soon 
became untenable. Surrender was their only 
hope for survival. But Hitler wouldn't hear of it: 
 "The 6th Army will hold its positions to the last 
man and the last round.“ 
 Von Paulus held out until January 31, 1943, 
when he finally surrendered. Of more than 
280,000 men under Paulus' command, half 
were already dead or dying, about 35,000 had 
been evacuated from the front, and the 
remaining 91,000 were hauled off to Soviet 
POW camps. 



D-Day Invasion of Normandy 

•General Eisenhower (Allied Supreme 
Commander) Launched operation 
Overlord to begin the liberation of 
France. 

•The Allies stormed the cliffs of 
Normandy, France in a bloody assault 
on German forces 



D-Day June 6th 1944 
5,000 ships 
130,000 soldiers 
– Americans 
– Canadians 
– British 

Landed on the 
beaches of 
Normandy, France 
Largest seaborne 
invasion in history 



Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force! You are about to 
embark upon a great crusade, toward which we have striven these many 
months. The eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty 
loving people everywhere march with you. In company with our brave Allies and 
brothers in arms on other fronts, you will bring about the destruction of the 
German war machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed 
peoples of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world. 
Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well trained, well equipped 
and battle hardened, he will fight savagely. 
But this is the year 1944! Much has happened since the Nazi triumphs of 1940-
41. The United Nations have inflicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open 
battle, man to man. Our air offensive has seriously reduced their strength in the 
air and their capacity to wage war on the ground. Our home fronts have given 
us an overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at 
our disposal great reserves of trained fighting men. The tide has turned! The 
free men of the world are marching together to victory! 
I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle. We 
will accept nothing less than full victory! 
Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessings of Almighty God upon this 
great and noble undertaking. 
-- Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3J_FoO--Z-c




German Pillboxes 

Dug-in guard posts 
(with loopholes through 
which to fire weapons) 
made from concrete  

http://www.google.com.co/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=german+pillbox&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FvXpiqljbzQ4KM&tbnid=npK4lJxzet3BqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.traveljournals.net%2Fpictures%2F112643.html&ei=ZfFaUdOEJ4fD4AO7rYCYBQ&bvm=bv.44442042,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHyT2ZI1tFFVqKXyqw8DUYjvfPFLQ&ust=1365000931761533
http://www.google.com.co/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=german+pillbox&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=KfLQ6EBQpuwepM&tbnid=CLDAnqE8tT7dLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.collectionscanada.gc.ca%2Fdatabases%2Ffaces%2F001048-110.01-e.php%3Fq1%3Dfortification%26submit%3DSubmit%26PHPSESSID%3Dmsou56mrh93qoviqqavs023t31&ei=f_FaUa6qCe7B4APtjoDgDg&bvm=bv.44442042,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHyT2ZI1tFFVqKXyqw8DUYjvfPFLQ&ust=1365000931761533


D-Day 
More than 10,000 
Allied soldiers were 
killed or wounded 
Allies secured the 
beaches 
Allied forces 
liberated (freed) 
the French capital 
Allied forced 
Germans out of 
France. 



Battle of the Bulge 
On December 16, 1944, German forces 
began a fierce counterattack 
– Slowed the Allies advance but did not stop it 

At night, British airmen dropped tons of 
bombs on German cities  
By day, Americans bombed factories and oil 
refineries 
– Caused severe fuel shortages 
– Reduced Germany’s ability to produce war 

goods 



A New President 
FDR died early in 
his fourth term due 
to a stroke 
Vice President           
Harry S. Truman 
became President 
Truman would later 
have to make 
decisions that would 
end the war 
 



Victory in Europe 
By April 1945, Germany 
was collapsing 
– American troops were 

closing in from the 
west 

– Soviet troops were 
closing in from the 
east 

HST announces German surrender 



Hitler Commits Suicide 
Unwilling to 
accept defeat, 
Hitler committed 
suicide on April 
30th  
 

– On May 8, the Allies 
celebrated V-E Day  

(Victory in Europe) 
 

On May 7, Germany 
surrendered to the 
allies 



Audie Murphy 
Most decorated soldier of 
WWII. 
Murphy received the 
Medal of Honor, the 
military's highest award for 
valor, along with 32 
additional medals awarded 
for bravery and service. 
Murphy’s unit was 
attacked and 20 year old 
Murphy got on a burning 
tank and killed 50 enemy 
troops. 
Movie – To Hell and Back 
 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
http://www.google.com.co/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=to+hell+and+back+movie&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=is10jJb1HFV14M&tbnid=WKlNt73eIS6I7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2FTo-Hell-Back-Audie-Murphy%2Fdp%2FB0001FVDH8&ei=1t1eUabBBq624APb2oEQ&bvm=bv.44770516,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNFCPnA7sDV9TX3TSFTcP4OmMcVvLg&ust=1365258067232341


Conclusion 
How did the Allies “turn the tide” in 
WWII?  (War in Europe) 
– After a slow start, the Allies forced Germany 

to fight on three fronts 
– Germany’s ability to manufacture war supplies 

was destroyed by Allied bombing 
– American manufacturing was able to produce 

materials for war 
– Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union 

proved to be a great mistake 
– Germany was unable to fight a multi-front war 
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