
ANCIENT GREECE 



DO NOW – COPY WORDS INTO 
NOTEBOOK 

Athens – a city-state in ancient Greece, the capital of   
               modern day Greece 
 
Agora – a public market place in an ancient Greek city, the  
           agora with a capital A refers to the Agora of  Athens 
 
Vendor – a seller of  goods 
 
Slavery – a condition of  being owned by, and forced to  
               work for, someone else 



Market Place 
   - the Agora was a market place 
   - It was near the acropolis (center of  
Athens religious life) 
    - surrounded by vendors, shops, 
temples and government buildings 
   - vendors sell food, sheep's wool, 
pottery, hardware cloth and books 
   - haggling and bargaining are common 
   - men meet to talk politics, philosophy, 
and events 
   -Greek architecture influences European 
and US buildings 
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Life in Athens 
Homes were plain built of  mud bricks. 
Hoes were built around a courtyard that 
was  hidden from the street 
 
Water had to be carried from public 
bathrooms 
 
Simple diet – breakfast consisted of  
bread, midday would consist of  lives, 
cheese and bread, and dinner would be 
hot and consist of  fish and vegetables 
followed by cheese fruit and cakes 
sweetened with honey 
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Women mostly stayed at home. Running the home was their job 
 
Women weaved, looked after supplies of  wine and food, and cared for children 
 
Men thought they would be protected more at home 
 
Greek men thought that women should be guided by men 
 
Women did not have many freedoms as men did  
 
They could not own property and were only allowed to serve as a priestesses 
 
Wealthy families men and women lived in separate quarters 
 
Poor women worked as pottery makers, tending sheep, or making cloth out of  wool 
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Slaves were not allowed to educated, be a citizen, no political or personal freedoms 
 
Slaves did much of  the work throughout the city-states 
 
Slaves provided labor on farms, dug silver in mines, assisted artisans, constructed buildings, 
forge weapons and armor, cooked/cleaned/tended to children in households 
 
Slave work gave Athenian men their leisure time to go to Agora, participate in government, 
and develop a love of  the arts. 
 
Historians estimate as many as 100,000 slaves lived in Athens. Today, slavery is considered 
a crime.  
 
Slaves consisted of  people who were captured by armies during wartime or by pirates on 
ships 
 
Children born into slavery automatically became slaves 
 
Greeks were uncomfortable “owning” other Greeks so most slavers were foreign 
 
 



DO NOW –  COPY WORDS INTO NOTEBOOK 
Sparta – a city-state in ancient Greece 
 
Helots – in ancient Sparta, the term for slaves who were  
               owned by the state 
 
Peloponnesian War – war fought between Athens and Sparta  
                                in ancient Greece, almost ever other city- 
                                state was involved in the war 
 
Plague – a widespread disease 
 
Blockade – an action taken to isolate the enemy ad cut off  its 
supplies 



 
“ALWAYS PUT THE CITY ’S NEEDS 

ABOVE YOUR OWN”  
Life was harsh – Spartans were tough, silent, 
and grim 
 
Spartans conquered the area around their 
city-state and turned the people into Helots 
 
Helots were the farmers so Spartans could 
train and fight in wars 
 
Helots outnumbered the Spartans so Sparta 
was an armed camp 



The government controlled the lives of  the Spartans and only the healthiest 
babies were raised 
 
Training began at age seven and boys left their homes to train at a barrack for 
13 years 
 
At age 12 boys practiced with swords and spears 
 
Children were fed very little so they were forced to steal – Spartans thought this 
would be a good tool during war time 
 
If  caught stealing you would be severely punished and what to remain silent 
 
At age 20  boy became a soldier. At age 30 a man could join the council 



Girls also trained and learned how 
to wrestle and throw a spear 
 
Although women weren’t soldiers 
the Spartans believed that they 
would provide strong children 
 
Women were allowed to own land 
and some parts of  businesses 
 
They had to obey males 



Spartans could not travel 
 
They looked down on those 
who desired wealth and 
trade 
 
Lacked interest in the arts 
 
Life centered around being a 
soldier 



Cyrus the Great founded the Persian Empire 
in the mid 500’s B.C. and gained control of  
Greek colonies on the west coast and Asia 
Minor 
 
 
25 mils north of  Athens in Marathon 
thousands of  Persians landed 
 
Persians outnumbered the Athens 2 to 1 
 
Athenians attacked first killing 6,400 Persians 
only losing 192 soldiers 



Greeks joined forces to fight the Persians 
 
Athens arose for the fight against the Persians 
as the most powerful city-state 
 
Greeks felt that the gods favored them 
 
City-states began to join the Delian League  
as opposed to treating them as an allies 
 
Athens treated these city-states more as 
subjects than allies 
 



Athens was a democracy but started to 
treat other city-states unfairly 
 
Allies of  Athens paid tribute for 
protection 
 
Athens used this money to build the 
Parthenon and their projects instead of  
using the money for protection 
 
As a result, fear and resentment ensued 
 
City-states looked to Sparta for assistance 



Sparta formed the Peloponnesus Leagues 
,as opposed to the Delian League Athens 
was part of 
 
431 B.C. Sparta and their allies fought 
against Athens at their allies 
 
This conflict occurred for 27 years 
 
Athens had a fine Navy and more wealth 
its geography gave them a disadvantage 
because they were located inland and not 
on the sea 



Pericles protected the Athenians by moving them into 
the inner city walls when the Spartans attacked 
 
Due to the proximity of  the living conditions the plague 
traveled and killed 1/3 of  the Athenian population 
 
The Spartans surrounded the post leading the starvation 
of  may Athenians 
 
The Athenians surrendered in 404 B.C. 
 
Spartans knocked down the Athenian walls, destroyed 
the navy an decimated Athens empire 









D O  N O W  –  C O P Y  W O R D S  I N T O  N O T E B O O K  
Barbarian – a person who belongs to a group that others  
                  consider wild, or uncivilized 
 
Assassinate - to murder for political reasons 
 
Alexander the Great – (356 – 323 a.c.) king od Macedonia,  
                   conquered Persia and Egypt and invaded India 
 
Hellenistic – describing Greek history or culture after the  
    death of  Alexander the Great, including the three main  
    kingdoms formed by the breakup of  Alexander’s empire   



Alexander was the son of  King Philip of  Macedonia 
 
Macedonians were not considered Greek. Greeks were 
superior  
 
 Alexander had Greek tutors, Aristotle, spoke Greek, 
and though of  himself  as Greek 
 
Aristotle taught Alexander literature, philosophy, and 
science 
 
Alexander’s role model was Achilles, the warrior and 
hero of  the Iliad 
 
 
 



King Philip united Macedonia and made 
allies with Greek city-states by threatening or 
bribing them 
 
King Philip captured one city-state after 
another 
 
Demosthenes, master of  public speaking, 
tried to warn his fellow Athenians of  the 
danger from the north 
 
Athens and Thebes fought against King 
Philip but were unsuccessful 



King Philip captured all of  Greece and had 
plans to attack Persia when he was 
assassinated 
 
Alexander, 20 yrs. old, became king and was 
an experienced soldier so he invading the 
Persian empire 
 
Persia stretched from Egypt to India and 
within 11 years Macedonians conquered 
Persia, Egypt, and Babylon 
 
13 years after he becomes king he falls ill 
and dies 



After the death of  Alexander the Great 
the empire was divided into three 
kingdoms each ruled by a former 
commander 
 
Commanders fought over land conquered 
by Alexander 
 
New cities were created 
 
Traders and artisans followed 
 
Greek culture flourished in these new 
kingdoms 



Hellenistic comes from the 
word Hellas, the name 
Greeks gave their land 
 
The kingdoms did not mix 
the Greek language and local 
language of  the lands 
 
Hellenistic cities spoke 
Greek, were built around 
agoras, had Greek temples 
and theaters 



At the edge of  the Nile river, in a city called 
Alexandria founded in 332 B.C., was the 
capital of  Egypt 
 
It as a center for business 
 
The double harbor had a huge lighthouse 
that stood 350 feet in the air 
 
The largest library in the world existed in 
Alexandria with half  a million scrolls 
 
It was the learning capital of  the worlds 



In Alexandria a man named Euclid 
developed geometry 
 
Hi proofs helped explain the qualities of  a 
square, cubes, angles, triangles, and cones 
 
A scientist named Eratosthes calculated the 
distance around the Earth 
 
Mathematician Archimedes discovered that 
people can use pulleys and levers to lift 
heavy objects 
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